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If you haven’t voted yet, put this paper down right now and go and vote.  The fact that you’re reading a newspaper places you in the shrinking minority of people that think.  If you think, you care. And if you care you should participate in the electoral process.  Go and vote.





That said, let’s speculate on what today’s activities will bring to Petaluma.





The New Majority could shrink by one or grow by one.  The first is unlikely and the second very possible.  If it shrinks by one, there will be some chaos and confusion while the remaining New Majority tries to recruit one of the newly elected councilmembers.  There will be much discussion as to whether or not the shrinkage represents a “will of the people” vote for moving ahead with Rainier.  This, after all, is the major litmus test in council positions.  





If it grows by one or remains the same, this will also be said to represent a “will of the people” statement.  In this event, there will be even less consideration for the minority positions.  Either way, we will see lively council debate on issues.





The probable increase in the number of males on the council will in itself create more debate.  These males won’t be as passive as the members they will replace.  No matter which side of the political alliance they fall on, they will be much more involved in becoming a participant in the decision making process.





No matter how the election turns out, there will be an end to what this paper called the “Rainier rumba”.  That dance of non commitment regarding what to do about Rainier.  The editorial said, “If you like the project, build it.  If you don’t like it, stop playing games and kill it.”  It also suggested the alternative east/west traffic solutions be specified.





The new council, no matter how constituted, can’t afford to let a decision on Rainier drag out towards the year 2000 elections.





Action will be taken on the new wastewater plant.  Every day of delay will be seen as causing the cost of the plant to increase (a la Rainier).  The big issue will be, “ With the new Urban Growth Boundary can we now have a smaller, less expensive to the rate payer, plant?”





If the answer is NO, the question will be asked, “Then what did the UGB accomplish?”  If the answer is YES, the question will be, “ Should we save money and build a smaller plant or use the saving to treat the wastewater more completely?”  Either way there will be more debate, so that’s something we can look forward to early on.





 The UGB itself won’t be an issue for the new council.  It will be a several years before residential buildout and business expansions come anywhere near requiring serious consideration of any modifications of the boundary for normal growth.  





Similarly, work on the 101 corridor improvements, highway or rail, will be battled at the county level and will pretty much bypass our council.  Except for the possible provisions for parking at transit stations.  The Calthorpe plan cost estimates assumed local entities will provide the parking facilities needed.  This could become a contentious local money issue as soon as transit station locations are tentatively designated.





Lafferty Ranch will eventually be opened unless adjacent landowners can show there are no public access rights and also that it doesn’t meet the legal definition of a park. It must be a park for the city to condemn the necessary access.





Decisions that have been put off to avoid political fallout will now be made.  “The will of the people” will become a popular phrase.  Council discussions will become more interesting.  Civility may descend on Petaluma.


     








